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2019 FLOWER SEASON REPORT (2):
SPRING FLOWER TOUR (2) - ABRIDGED REPORT
2-6 September 2019

5 Day trip to see the spring flowers
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West Coast Park, Darling,
Saldanha Bay, Paternoster

Our first stop on leaving Cape Town was the West Coast National
Park and what beauty awaited us. The Postberg Flower
Reserve never fails to show its beauty at this time of the year. Within Postberg there was much to see and many photographs to
take! The flowers are at their best after recent good rains in the
Western Cape. We drove up to the look out point looking over
Langebaan and Saldanha and then eventually made our way down to
Plankiesbaai where our picnic baskets were unloaded, and everyone
found a place on a rock to enjoy the enormous picnic supplied by the
Blaauwberg
Beach
Hotel!
Late afternoon and we checked into our various accommodation
establishments – Darling Lodge Guest House; Maison de L’Amour;
Disa Cottage and Just Darling. There was nowhere big enough in Darling to house the 14 people on tour!
Early evening saw us heading down to Just Darling where Lynette and Willem had prepared a dinner par excellence! The garden
also had so many beautiful features – a huge bowl of Arums welcomed us; a fire pit burning in the evening provided a bit of
warmth and atmosphere; and we were all offered a welcome drink of a sweet wine (to ward off the chill); and settled down to
enjoy starters which were a Greek Salad on a stick; and ciabatta with Darling mushrooms. Very soon Lynette announced that
we could go to table and she had turned her guest house into a gourmet experience serving us all (with the help of Willem at his
unique flat braai) – Deboned leg of Lamb with Lemon/Rosemary sauce; Rump steak sliced with Chimmichirri Sauce; Roast chicken thighs and sautéed vegetables – a meal ‘fit-for-a-king’ indeed. Dessert was a Baked Phyllo custard tart with Orange syrup and
cheese and biscuits followed! A fabulous evening.
Tuesday morning and it was earmarked to spend time in Darling. We were most fortunate to have the services of Helene
Preston well known in wildflower circles who took us walk-about in a flower reserve on the hill pointing out exotic flowers
which she gave us the botanical names. After this we headed down to Evita se Perron and ‘just-had-to get’ to Darling Sweet to
purchase their toffees and soft caramels!
Lunch was fabulous – a platter lunch in the wine cellar at Ormonde Wine Cellar! Their platters are the best available in the
Western Cape – After lunch we headed to the flower reserve on the Duckitt Orchid property – the arums are fabulous, and
many photographs were taken. Dinner tonight was at the Old Forge Bar which sadly was extremely slow!
On Wednesday after breakfast we headed to the Blue Bay Lodge in Saldanha in search of Pink Flowers near Aurora! Quite a
mission. Thankfully Carol remembered that Evert and Marais previously of Die Rooi Granaat of Yzerfontein had moved to
Aurora! They invited us into their NEW Rooi Granaat and quickly made coffee and tea and a delightful Windsor tea cake with
Chantilly cream. What a treat AND they told us where to find the Pink Flowers just outside Aurora ON A TAR ROAD!
Lunch today was at Charlies Brewhouse and delicious Caesar Salads; Fish and chips; West Coast Mussels were served in record
time! After this we headed down to Bokkom Laan where those who ventured out of the coach had the privilege of meeting
Dante of Survivor (The TV Programme) fame! Coffee was enjoyed at his Columbine and Co coffee shop.
Thursday dawned and it was Ingrid’s birthday – nothing wrong with eating a piece of wicked chocolate cake for breakfast! We
then headed to Hopefield, initially dropping 4 of our party at the West Coast Fossil Park for the 11h00 tour. The rest of us
had fun in the flower fields outside Hopefield taking photographs; spent time at Simply Bee on a guided tour and eventually
made our way to Hello for lunch! A short gathering of crystals and other items in Langebaan and then back to Blue Bay lodge.
Please read unabridged report and all photos on our website: https://www.traveltime.co.za/portfolio/spring-flowers-2019

Visit our website: http://www.traveltime.co.za (021 554 5796 / brian @ traveltime.co.za)
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2019 OFFERINGS:
ELGIN RAILWAY MARKET
Departure dates—Aug ‘19 –Jan ’20
1. Travel

By
Train

by Ceres Rail steam train
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New departure
point: Waterfront

Departing at 08h00 from Harbour Bridge Hotel & Suites, Dockrail Road, Foreshore, Cape Town, you will enjoy a 3 hour
train journey to Elgin where you will leisurely spend 3.5 hours at the now fully established, Art Deco & Art Nouveau inspired, Elgin
Railway Market. While enjoying live music, you can pander through the selection of tantalising food and beverage stalls as well as a
wide selection of home grown wines for your enjoyment. Departing from Elgin at 14:30 you will embark on your relaxing train journey
back to Cape Town with estimated arrival time being 17h30. See: https://www.traveltime.co.za/package/elgin-railway-market-again

ELGIN RAILWAY MARKET – Saturdays / Sundays
Departure dates—May through July
2. Travel

By
Road

by bus / kombi

Pick up points in
Cape Town

Departing at 09h00 from Central Cape Town you will travel along the N2 through Somerset West and over Sir Lowry’s Pass to
Grabouw, the home of the Elgin Railway Market, which is the brainchild of businessman Roger Orpen, who converted an old apple
warehouse into a bustling steampunk station market boasting local vendors, live music and a gateway to the beautiful Overberg town.
Traveling by bus gives you the flexibility of a cheaper, shorter trip both ways, more time at the market and the opportunity to visit
selected Wine Estates in the area, time permitting.
See: https://www.traveltime.co.za/package/elgin-railway-market-road
DESERT EXPRESS TRAIN–NAMIBIA

Trip Schedule: Departs Windhoek twice monthly

Request Departure dates & an Itineary

New
Addition

Windhoek-Swakopmund
& return 2019 / 2020

The refurbished Desert Express train has commenced operation on the Windhoek–
Swakopmund route, offering 3 day return trips. One way trips are also available.
A typical Itinerary comprises:
Day 2 – Saturday
07:00 Breakfast en route to Swakopmund.
11: 00 Check in at the Windhoek Railway Station
08:00 Dune excursion
Visit the historical Railway Museum at the Station 10:30 Arrive at Swakopmund railway station.
Guests disembark
12:30 Boarding and guests served with welcom13:30 Check in, depart and guests served with
ing drinks and light lunch
light lunch.
14:00 Game drive at Okapuka Ranch
18:00 Late afternoon Sundowner at Stingbank.
16:30 Biltong and droe wors stop at Okahandja
19:00 Dinner: Braai or Potjie at secure siding
(open space).
19:00 Dinner on board – A la Carte menu.
Night entertainment & Ohungi around the fire.
Train Overnight at secure siding
Day 1: Friday

Day 3: Sunday
07:00 Breakfast en route to Okahandja
09:00 Visit Okahandja craft market
11:00 Cheetah feeding and Buffet lunch at
Okapuka
15:00 Arrive at Windhoek Railway station.
Guests disembark.

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS
Windhoek / Swakopmund / Train Travel
Namib Dunes / Barbeque (Braai) / Cheetah
Feeding & lots more
WHAT TO WEAR
Casual to Semi Formal for Dinners

Please request a priced Information brochure or contact us for additional details, departure dates etc
Visit our website: http://www.traveltime.co.za (021 554 5796 / brian @ traveltime.co.za)
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2019 OFFERINGS - Continued
HOGSBACK & BEDFORD FLOWER FESTIVALS
15-19 October 2019 (5 days).
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THIS TOUR HAS
BEEN CANCELLED

“The most beautiful Mountain Village in South Africa”

It is with regret that after much consideration and discussion we have taken the decision to
cancel this tour due to low passenger numbers.
Having started 2019 with a positive flow of bookings, there was a downturn mid year, and
coupled with two cancellations the tour became un-operable. Many local tour operators are
experiencing a similar downturn, probably due to the current political situation.
Mystery Venue 2019
08 Dec ‘19 (1 day).

“Planning has started for this popular event”

Watch this space
for details

Join us for the ninth tour in the series. We don’t divulge where we are going until you get there! A pre-tour competition
allows you to stand the chance of winning a free day by guessing the venue beforehand! Read the tour reports and photos
of the past 3 tours on our website: https://www.traveltime.co.za/portfolio/mystery-venue-2018
https://www.traveltime.co.za/portfolio/mystery-venue-2017 & https://www.traveltime.co.za/portfolio/mystery-venue-2016

The competition will be released in the November newsletter with clues following as detailed:
RELEASE

CLUE 2

CLUE 3

CLUE 4

CLOSES

WINNER

1ST NOV

8TH NOV

15TH NOV

22ND NOV

25TH NOV

25TH NOV

OLD YEAR 2019
30 Dec ‘19 —02 Jan ’20 (4 days).

“The Houwhoek Hotel in Grabouw”

7 of 10 Rooms
booked

Request a priced
tour brochure

We have secured accommodation in this country hotel to celebrate the coming of the New Year with friends, dancing and
good food. The perfect retreat, peacefully positioned in a nature reserve. Enjoy old-world charm, warm hospitality and exquisite
surroundings. Build in 1779, ‘The Houwhoek’ is the oldest licenced hotel in South Africa. the winner of two Haute Grandeur
Global Excellence Awards – The Best Scenic Environment Hotel in South Africa and The Best Historical Hotel in South Africa

If you want to join us, please confirm your place on this tour as soon as possible!

https://www.traveltime.co.za/

021 554 5796
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2019 / 20 OFFERINGS - Continued
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3RD PARTY SCHEDULED TOURS
MSC—6 Months in SA waters

MSC
Orchestra

2019-2020 Season
November ‘19– April ‘20

From: DURBAN

NEW

From: CAPE TOWN

•

Christmas cruise Durban, Portuguese Island
and Pomene on the 23rd December

12th January: CT / Walvis Bay & Luderitz;
17th January: CT / Walvis Bay

•

An 11 day cruise Durban, Port Louis and La
Possession from 28th December

21st January: CT to Durban
5th April: CT Walvis Bay & Luderitz

PLUS another 30 local cruises from Durban to
Portuguese Island and Pomene,

10th April: Easter cruise: Walvis Bay
14th April: CT / PE / Durban

GARDEN ROUTE TOURS
Sheduled Departures

THREE
OPTIONS

2019-2020 Season
4 DAY STARTING & ENDING
IN CAPE TOWN

4 DAY STARTING IN CAPE TOWN /
ENDING IN PORT ELIZABETH

6 DAY STARTING IN CAPE TOWN /
ENDING IN PORT ELIZABETH

Departs Tuesday-Ref HR
Cape Town—Oudtshoorn
Cango Caves / Ostrich Farm
Cango Wildlife Ranch
Knysna Heads
Knysna Featherbed Nature Reserve

Departs Monday-Ref CGJ4
Cape Town-Matjiesfontein
Prince Albert
Meiringspoort Pass
De Rust / Oudtshoorn
Cango Caves / Ostrich Farm

Departs Monday-Ref CGJ6
Cape Town-Hex River Valley
Matjiesfontein / Prince Albert
Meiringspoort Pass / Oudtshoorn
Oudtshoorn / Cango caves / Ostrich farm
Outeniqua Pass /Knysna

Mossel Bay
Bottlierskop Private Game Reserve
Cape Town

Outeniqua Pass
Knysna / Featherbed Reserve
Tsitsikama Forest
Port Elizabeth

Featherbed Nature Reserve
Garden of Eden / Monkey Land
Knysna Heads / PlettenbergBay
Tsitsikama Forest / Port Elizabeth

Please request a priced Information itinerary or contact us for additional details, departure dates etc
Visit our website: http://www.traveltime.co.za (021 554 5796 / brian @ traveltime.co.za)

Travel in style with Traveltime
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2020 OFFERINGS
NAMIBIA HIGHLIGHTS
16th June– 26th June 2020

We have 8 passengers confirmed

Beauty of the deserts, dunes, canyons and historical sites

PAGE 6

11 days including 1 day each
pre & post tour

Tour Highlights (Priced Itinerary available on request)
Day 1: Travel by air to Windhoek where we overnight. Tour starts Wednesday 17th June.
Day 2: Departing Windhoek, we travel to our lodge in the Namib Desert. This is the gateway
to Sesriem Canyon & Sossusvlei, where you will see some of the highest dunes on Earth.

Day 3: An early start will see us entering the Namib Naukluft National Park at sunrise to
view the spectacular desert vistas in Deadvlei and Sossusvlei. In the afternoon we visit Sesriem
Canyon.
Days 4 & 5: Swakopmund. En route we visit Solitaire, Kuiseb Valley, Walvis Bay & wetland areas of a RAMSAR World Heritage site; see the flamingos. Spend the next day experiencing
the area, including a dolphin cruise ex Walvis Bay. (optional quad bike desert tour also available).
Day 6: We head towards Etosha National Park, travelling past the Brandberg, Namibia's highest
mountain (2.579m), into Damaraland visiting local attractions including the Welwitschia mirabilis
plant-the oldest living desert plant on earth.
Day 7: Continue our journey to Etosha and check into our camp prior to experiencing our first
game drive in the afternoon. (waterholes located close to Okaukuejo and the Anderson gate).
Day 8: The day is devoted purely to the abundant wildlife found in the Etosha National Park. .
Game viewing in the park is primarily focussed around the waterholes, some of which are spring
fed and some supplied from a borehole, ideal places to sit and watch over 114 different game
species, or for an avid birder, more than 340 bird species.
Day 9: Today your guide again takes you on a game drive in the Etosha National Park,
optionally you can book an open game drive park drive with the lodge.
Days 10 / 11: Travel back to Windhoek (overnight) & return home by air the following day.

NAMIBIA SELF DRIVE TOURS
To suit your dates in 2019 / 2020

Select from pre planned &

We do all the bookings and supply a travel plan & maps.

booked tours

You don’t like travelling in a group or on scheduled tours?
Why not select a pre designed “self drive” tour which includes
accommodation, some meals and activities AND you drive your own
car, or you can arrange a hire car selected for the environment and area
in which you will travel. You save the hassle of multiple bookings and
payments by selecting the package you want and we do the rest.
(Including flights if you like). You can also design your own route.
Magical South (9 days)

Spectacular Namibia (10)

Extraordinary Namibia (14)

Family Fun (16)

Wonderland Namibia (17)

Discover Namibia (19)

Please request full details, Itineraries & prices of the tours that appeal to you.

https://www.traveltime.co.za/

021 554 5796
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2020 OFFERINGS - Continued
FOODIE TOUR to start the year
4-7 February ’20 (4days).

4 days (3 nights) in
the country

“Wanna-be-an-Italiano in Breedekloof”
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Request a priced
tour brochure

Come with me to meet Jaco Brand, owner of Picardi Place as Plaas Boytjie. Allow him to
change your perception of Italian food in a workshop “Wanna be an Italiano”. Coupled
with this we will explore De Doorns in the middle of harvest season.
Find out what makes Jaco tick - He will show us how to make a pasta dish from scratch –
a fun morning interacting with him in his vegetable garden and a bit of hands-on watching
him prepare our lunch. Head out to Du Doorns where we will do a table gape tasting
with a leading grape exporter of grapes & spend the day exploring this busy town in
harvest time!
Picardi Place is a luxurious guest house in Rawsonville – situated on a
working wine farm in the Breedekloof Valley. Here you can enjoy the open
spaces of the farm and the spectacular views of the surrounding mountains
If you wish to relax, this is the place to get away from the hustle and bustle of the city!
Head out to Du Doorns where we will do a table gape tasting with a leading grape exporter & spend the day exploring this
busy town in harvest time!
At the time of producing this newsletter we are finalising details and will be able to provide full details and pricing shortly.
Please send us an email to indicate your interest and we will add your name to our list for final details.
SPRING FLOWERS—FLOWERS UP THE WEST COAST
25—29 August 2019 (5 days).

Flower and bulb spectacular

Provisional details, subject
to confirmation

August and September is Flower Season in the “Western Cape”, with fields of
flowers appearing each year when Nature waves her magic wand. No two years
are ever the same and the spectacle is dependent on the fields receiving sufficient
rain beforehand.
Our tour this year is 5 days! We will spend 2 nights in Darling (Darling Lodge Guest House)
and 2 nights in Saldanha Bay (Blue Bay Lodge).
First day will see us travelling up the West Coast, stopping at Postberg—world renowned
Flower Reserve in the West Coast National Park, for our first viewing of the mass flower
displays.
Highlights of this 5 day tour will include (Provisional):

•

The Postberg Flower Reserve in the West Coast National Park;

•

Tienie Versveld Reserve; visit to Darling Sweets & Darling Brew and Evita se Perron;

•

Elandsbaai and their patches of flowers; Bokkom Laan in Velddrif;

•
Visit to Hopefield where they have a magnificent display of Wild Flowers; Also included
is a visit to Simply Bee; West Coast Fossil Park; and on our last day, a visit to Mykonos
For full details & pricing, please request a tour brochure

We are also planning our annual Postberg Flower Reserve day tour (29th August) as well as a visit to the
Darling Flower Show (18-20 September).—Watch this space.

Travel in style with Traveltime

END

