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Visit to the La Paris Bistro
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Report back on February 22nd trip to
SPIER & THE PRIVATE HOTEL SCHOOL

School

2

Franschhoek

TIME OUT 3
APRIL:
Outing

End of February and temperatures predicted for the day were mid 30’s. As we
all got off the coach at Spier in Stellenbosch, at just before 11h00, you could
‘feel’ the heat of the day already. Some went for a stroll looking at the Craft
market; a few went to the wine tasting, but most gathered at the Farm Kitchen
where coffee or a cold drink were the order-of-the-day. A few ladies decided
on a slice of pecan nut pie or a decadent scone! Pretty soon it was 11.45 and
time to head off to The Private Hotel School in Vlottenburg Road, very
close by. Based in the beautiful surroundings in the town of Stellenbosch,
South Africa’s premier wine tourism destination, and the country’s culinary
capital, The Private Hotel School is where hospitality dreams come
true. Students come from mainly South Africa, but a few Europeans join the
course too to gain wonderful skills. It was interesting to chat to a few of them
to hear the different accents!
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We were met in reception where Carima, their administrative assistant, warmly welcomed us. We were taken into their library where reference books
galore adorned the shelves. If students cannot find what they are looking for,
the school has an arrangement with the Stellenbosch university where they can
use their facilities as well. After this a short visit to the “Practice kitchen’
where students are given a daily task of a recipe and they work at individual
work stations to perfect this dish. It might involve several ‘tries’ to ‘perfect’
the taste and this gives you some idea of the high standard at this hotel school!
Into the air-conditioned boardroom, we all went, where we sat at desks –
“Back at School?!” again! Carima showed us a short background video of the
school and answered questions in depth. By now it was 12h45 and Carima
went into their restaurant to check whether they were ready for the
group. What a treat to be met by these students all with such happy, smiling
faces welcoming our group into the restaurant. A decadent lunch served by
first year students who were quietly assessed in the background by one of their
lecturers. Some degree of nervousness displayed by a few of them, but this is
all part of the learning experience, eventually equipping them with skills to go
out into the market place at whatever level they choosePronounced by all a
fabulous day out in Stellenbosch! In many ways a sort-of-day that allows you to
relax and enjoy the company of others on the coach.

Time Out visits SPIER & THE PRIVATE HOTEL SCHOOL
On a HOT, HOT day!

Coach will

leave Constantia

(near Franschhoek)
The Elegant La Paris Bistro 8km from Franschhoek!
We recently discovered the La Paris Bistro, 8km outside of
Franschhoek - in fact it is directly opposite the Drakenstein
prison. We will take the coach into Franschhoek for about
an hour prior to lunch.

at 08h45
& Tableview
at 09h30

Cost of the day
which includes
transport and
lunch is R480 (based on using
a 32-seater
coach).
FIRST COME
FIRST SERVED!

They even have a bakery/deli
as part of the Bistro at La Paris!
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DATE FOR TIME OUT TRIP CHANGED
FROM THURSDAY 26/4
TO SATURDAY 28/4

TIME OUT TRIP THURSDAY CHANGED
Our regular Time Out trip falls at the beginning of a LONG weekend—so when
we went on our February trip I called for SUGGESTIONS of what you want
to do in April.
I suggested taking the coach somewhere LOCAL (Sea Point)
I was extremely disappointed that I didn’t get
ONE COMMENT OR EVEN A SUGGESTION AS TO WHAT YOU
WOULD HAVE LIKED TO DO!
We then discovered that there is a FABULOUS FESTIVAL planned for Saturday
28th April in Elgin/Grabouw. So if you’re at a loose end on this long weekend
come with us to the Cool Wine and Country Food Show.
To gauge response let us know ASAP if you are interested in this day!
Details are on our website and a brochure is available on request!
THE TIME OUT DAY HAS CHANGED FROM
THURSDAY26th TO SATURDAY 28th

IN IT’S PLACE IS A TRIP ON SATURDAY
28TH APRIL WITH TRAVELTIME TO ELGIN
BOOK EARLY

February Private Hotel School

