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2015 / 16 Planning 
Our planning is ongoing and we will provide full tour details once planning is completed 

The following schedule is current as at 31st July 2015.. We will continue to provide updates & 
additional information in future newsletters, as planning progresses:  

(Tour dates in blue are confirmed). 

• 12th-16th August: Flower Tour: Nieuwoudville (Request a brochure) 

• 29th August (Saturday): West Coast Park Flowers (Request a brochure), 

• 11th-13th September: Whale Watching – Hermanus (Request a brochure), 

• 11th October: Sunday Outing (Planning stage), 

• 17th—21st November: Exploring the Overberg (Request a brochure), 

• 6th December (Sunday): Mystery Venue (Planning stage), 

• 25th—29th April 2016: MSC Sinfonia—Cruise: Cape Town—Walvis Bay.        

(Request details) 

• On the horizon planning:  Train trip / Victoria Falls & Chobe / Lalibela Game 
Reserve 

New Additions Update 
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SPRING FLOWERS 
12th—16th August 2015 
     We are almost on our way 

The first day will be spent in the West Coast National Park (Postberg Reserve) with an overnight stop 
in Paternoster. We then head up to Clanwilliam before checking into our guest house in Nieu-
woudtville where we will stay for the next 3 nights. Visits to Matjiesfontein,  Papkuilsfontein and Han-
tam Botanical Garden are planned. Read the 2014 tour report, with photos, on our website: 
http://www.traveltime.co.za/portfolio/spring-flowers-2014 

For full details and pricing, please request a tour brochure 

Accommodation 
has been booked! 

Travel Roads Least Travelled 



 

 

 

 

Tuesday 7th July: Our flight, destination Windhoek, left timeously at 5.00 pm – there was much anticipation and 
excitement as we sat waiting in the departures lounge at Cape Town International.  This capital city is said to be 
pulsing with life, and adds a sparkle of adventure to your ‘base’ before we head on our travels. On our arrival 
at Windhoek Country Club we met with Meghan and Eva of Sense of Africa. Meghan has been such a part of 
our planning over the past 9 months. The Windhoek Country Club notorious buffet dinner followed by comfort-
able accommodation really made our first night very memorable. 

Wednesday 8th July: Early this morning we met Carlos Mauers, our coach driver / guide for our tour. Carol 
was particularly pleased with the vehicle to be used for the tour – “Another tick off my bucket list” she said…… 
”I have always wanted to go on one on these ‘overland  vehicles’. 

Leaving the Windhoek Country Club at 08h00 we headed into Rehoboth along the C24 eventually passing  
Rietoog and arriving at our lodge – The Hammerstein Lodge  – delicious toasted sandwiches under the trees 
and everyone was starting to really relax and enjoy Namibia. Dinner tonight was particularly good – served in their 
dining room and a highlight was the Ohimba dancers  dancers  - ‘Amarula’ being a favorite song!! 

Thursday 9th July: An early wake-up call at 4.45 am – great excitement as we’re off to Sossusvlei this morning. 
We left the lodge at 5.45 am after coffee and biscuits.  Surprisingly we were not the only group in the lounge – 
many other tourists all heading off to Sossusvlei.  The line of vehicles stretched out along the road at the  
entrance gate. You can only drive up to a certain point in your own vehicle (car or bus) and the rest of the trip 
into the park has to be done on the Namibian Tourism 4x4 vehicles.  Several highlights of today were: 

• Seeing an Oryx on a dune / Brian/Molly/Derick took the l.o.n.g. walk to Dead Vlei; / Chatting under the trees 
having an old branch of a tree as our ‘seat’. 

On arrival at the Sesriem Canyon the temperatures were H.I.G.H – my goodness not many were prepared to 
walk down in the canyon!!!! Carlos had arranged sandwiches at the local Engen garage near the main gate. Our  
accommodation tonight was the Soft Adventure Camp, in the Namib Naukluft park and  located on an open 
plain with granite hills, and the most enormous boulders we have ever seen,  and very close to the ‘tent type’  
accommodation, this was a favorite with most of our group. A few found it isolated! A late sundowner drink in 
their visitor room before a delicious dinner which was served on the patio at the Namib Naukluft Lodge which 
is situated about 1km from the Camp..  Sandy had a lesson on how to say “Namibia” – much laughter ensued!! 

Friday 10th July: After breakfast at the lodge we headed via the desolate, rolling hills of the Kuiseb Moon Valley 
towards the Atlantic Ocean passing the Tropic of Capricorn.  My word, Namibia is a wonderful awesome country 
to visit!! We stopped in Walvis Bay down at the lagoon where flamingoes are a fabulous sight. We then headed 
into Swakopmund – Carlos pointed out the beach areas and eventually we checked into our accommodation for 
the next 2 nights – Swakopmund Hotel & Entertainment Centre.  Lovely accommodation and time to settle 
in and re-organize the cases was the order-of-the-day!! Dinner tonight had been booked at the Swakopmund 
Brauhaus in the centre of town.   

TOUR REPORT (Abridged Version) 
Namibia 2015 

7th—17th July 2015 
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Saturday 11th July: An early breakfast and 6 of our group headed out to Walvis Bay for the Marine Cruise 
with Catamaran Charters at 08h30. In the afternoon – a few went to the Kristal Gallery; some watched the 
rugby, before our dinner at Kuckis pub.  What a buzzing restaurant on 3 levels – we had a charming older  
waitress who coped admirably with the entire floor’s tables’. 

Sunday 12th July: Another early start and heading off for our journey of 450 km to Damaraland. Wow Namibia 
is a VAST country. Our first stop was Henties Bay where we stocked up on some sandwiches for the long road 
ahead. We continued our journey via the Brandberg, and stop at local roadside traders who sell semi-precious 
stones and a real treat was with the Ovambo women who ply their trade with their colourful dolls! We 
visit Twyelfontein where only Derick, Brian and Molly braved the 60 minute walk in intense heat to see the 
Bushmen rock etchings! The highlight today was a visit to a traditional Damara village. We then headed to 
the Ugab Terrace Lodge, our accommodation for the night.  

Monday 13th July: A relaxed breakfast and we left the lodge just after 9h15.  Today we’re heading to our lodge 
near Etosha. First stop this morning was the little town of Outjo. Our journey continued to Toshari 
Lodge where we arrived before lunch.  

Tuesday 14th July: Another 4.30 am wake-up call!.  The lodge provided us with a Breakfast pack to enjoy at the 
waterhole in the Okaukueja Camp after entering the park via the Andersen Gate at 6.30 am.      Not much to 
be seen and really quite cold but within 15 minutes the animals started to arrive – giraffe ; gemsbok etc.  We then 
made our way to Halali Camp– some enjoyed lunch, others wandered to yet another water hole! On leaving the 
park today we had seen over 20 species of animals / birds with the highlight being a herd of 14 elephants!!  A late 
arrival at the Mokuti Etosha Lodge – what a fabulous place to stay!! We were to stay here for 2 nights.  

Wednesday 15th July: Today it was voted to have a quiet morning at the lodge.  Some went to the Spa for 
beauty treatments ; Carol and Brian caught up with office work at the business centre ; and by 2.00 pm only 6 
boarded the vehicle to once again, catch a glimpse of Namibia wildlife in Etosha!  Our hopes were fulfilled.  After 
about 10 minutes, Carlos spotted leopard paw prints on the sand……..and rounding a corner there was only one 
open vehicle and they flashed their lights at Carlos who cautiously proceeded and there was the most magnificent 
leopard on the side of the road…….a perfect specimen of an animal not easily seen – what excitement.   

Thursday 16th July: Today we leave by 7.00 am SHARP – we have our last stretch of 540 km back to Windhoek. 
Fortunately our route today was all on tar so a comfortable ride through Tsumeb; Otjiwarongo.  
We eventually stopped in at Okahandja for a light lunch. Arrival at 
the Windhoek Country Club in the early afternoon had everyone 
resting before their delicious dinner and fond farewells. 

Friday 17th July: Derick and Jackie departed early for their flight via 
JHB to Durban.  Six of us took the hotel shuttle into Windhoek spend-
ing sometime at the Old Brewery Craft market – browsing and brows-
ing but not much buying!  A coffee on the 9th floor of the Hilton Hotel 
which has been open for 4 years, was enjoyable. By 1.30 pm everyone 
was heading off to the Windhoek International Airport for our flight 
back to Cape Town. 

A comprehensive report with photos is available on our website www.traveltime.co.za 

 “When you have been to Namibia you leave with a huge chunk of it in your heart”!! 

TOUR REPORT (Abridged Version Continued) 
Namibia 2015 

7th—17th July 2015 P
A

G
E

 3
 

PAGE 4  



PAGE 5  

P
A

G
E

 4
 WEST COAST PARK FLOWERS 

Saturday 29th August 2015 
      Bookings now open 

Every year in August and September the West Coast National Park opens the Postberg Flower 

Reserve. Here the colors of Spring burst forth and you are assured of seeing an awesome display of 

spring flowers. In addition to the Spring Flowers the Park borders on the Langebaan Lagoon and it is 

a photographer’s delight. The views of the waves crashing on the rocks coupled with fields of 

beautiful yellow/blue and white flowers can paint an awesome canvas for you! 

On arrival in the Park the coach will go directly to the Postberg Flower Reserve. 

Read the 2015 tour brochure, on our website: www.traveltime.co.za/wp-content/
uploads/2015/06/West-Coast-Park-Flowers-15.pdf 
                 We will have lunch at the Geelbek Restaurant in the West Coast Park. 

For full details and pricing, please request a tour brochure or see our website 

The Annual Flower 
“Spectacular” 

Hermanus, plays host to thousands of visitors  (in 2014 they welcomed 130 000 visitors) who flock to the 
seaside resort to exhilarate in the unique natural environment and watch the whales. Whale Festival dates: 
2nd – 4th October 2015. 
Having personally visited Hermanus during this time, we have been faced with long queues of traffic and 
people wanting to either get sight of the whales or find a place to have a meal. With this in mind we have 
decided to visit the area “out of festival time”, to see the whales in peace and quiet. 

Our base will be in Walker Bay, at selective Lodges / apartments on the seashore in De Kelders which is 
situated between Hermanus and Gansbaai, 160km from Cape Town. De Kelders is known as the best 
land-based whale watching destination in the world. 
View the whales from the balcony of our accommodation or if you are adventurous join the boat based 
whale watching for an unforgettable journey amongst the whales in the Bay. See the shark cage divers in 
operation. 

See our previous tour report / photos and video on our website: http://www.traveltime.co.za/package/
whale-watching-2015 

Experience the Friendship & Fun 

 

 

WHALE WATCHING in Walker Bay 
11th-13th September 2015  
   We have 10 confirmed bookings 

Accommodation 
has been booked 

For full details and pricing, please request a tour brochure, 
or visit our website: www.traveltime.co.za 

Some Memories from Previous Tours 



EXPLORING THE OVERBERG 
17th—21st November 2015 
     We have 8 provisional bookings 

Within driving distance of one of South Africa’s busiest cities, lies a region of contrasts and wonder. The 
Overberg has rugged mountain ranges, fynbos, rolling wheat and canola fields, and splendid coastal vistas. It 
is for you to reflect, discover and maybe even have the adventure of a lifetime. 
 
The Overberg has always fascinated me…..as the years have gone by, more and more establishments are 
springing up and I feel it’s time to ‘get-going’ again into this delightful area!  
 
Planning is now complete, we have visited the area and have booked our accommodation.  
Request a brochure to whet your appetite & to let you know where we are going for our 5 full days in 
the area. 

Full details are also available on our website: (or request a brochure) 

Information Brochure:  
http://www.traveltime.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Overberg-Info-2015.2.pdf 

Priced tour brochure: 
http://www.traveltime.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/The-Overberg-2015.pdf 

Accommodation 
has been booked 
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Please confirm your booking with us to allow us to finalise this tour. 
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CRUISING WITH MSC & TRAVELTIME 
25th—29th April 2016 
   We have 21 confirmed bookings. 

Cabins have  
been booked! 

Updated details  

30th June 2015 

 

CHANGE IN CRUISE DATES: 

By majority consensus the  
originally selected cruise date 
(17th-22nd January 2016 Cape 

Town to Walvis Bay & Luderitz)

has been changed to (25th—29th 
April 2016 Cape Town to Walvis 

Bay), due to cost implications. 

The MSC SINFONIA will reveal itself as a revamped, extended liner including stunning NEW  
additions which include new entertainment options, technological advancements, shops and up 
to nearly 200 new cabins! 

This vessel arrives in South African waters in November and starts cruises from Durban on the 19th  
November 2015  and the vessel will be in Cape Town on 8th January 2016.  

This is a change from our initial Jazz Cruise leaving Cape Town. It was a 5 day cruise stopping in 
Walvis Bay & Luderitz.   

Consensus was that the vast difference in the two prices was worth the wait until April. 

MSC Cruises work on a very different system of booking - (called a dynamic booking system - several of 
our larger hotel groups also use this system). Prices are based on demand and can change daily. 

MSC bookings are done on-line and we need commitments BEFORE we can finalise the booking.  
At present MSC are offering discounts for early-bird bookings and the nett final price is only available once 
we do the booking.  We have already done bookings for 21 passengers. 

For the April 2016 cruise:  In May, MSC offered the following prices for Seniors: (Subject to confirmation). 

•  Double (2 pax sharing) R8260— Single accommodation R6722 in an outside cabin  

•  Double (2 pax sharing) R7980— Single accommodation   R6350 in an inside cabin 

• To this we need to add standard port insurance/service charge of R950 per person & shuttle costs 

(transport to & from the ship).  

 
 

 
 

4 night cruise: Cape Town to Walvis Bay / Cape Town  
leaving Cape Town   Harbour on 25th April, 2016.  

For full details and pricing, please request a tour brochure, or 
visit our website where the MSC Tour Brochure is also available 

• We are currently working on a tour to Victoria Falls (Zambia), including Chobe National Park 
in Botswana, We are awaiting final pricing and will release full details within 2 weeks.  
Our Namibian trip & the Time Out 15th Anniversary arrangements delayed this. 

• In October 2010 Carol took a group to Lalibella Game Reserve near Grahamstown. Passengers 
still talk about the special time they had on this tour.  Carol is working on this and will release 
details shortly. 

• There are a number of other interesting destinations we are investigating so, “watch this 
space”. 

Experience the Friendship & Fun 

Make a provisional booking to allow us to gauge potential interest.  

OTHER PLANS (ON THE HORIZON) 
FOR 2016 

Planning is 
underway 

END 
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