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The distance travelled from Cape Town to Hogsback return, is well over 2000km, so after much  

discussion it has been decided to rather fly into Port Elizabeth where we will collect our coach and 

then travel by road to Hogsback, a more acceptable 260kM.  

Spring, of course, is ‘the’ time when Hogsback puts on its prettiest clothes and it will astound you with 

flowers and beauty.  Lilies grow everywhere and all their gardens are a paradise of colours.  The  

annual Spring Festival runs from 23rd September to 14th October so our timing is perfect!  

 

Day 1: Saturday 30th September                                                                Dinner 

Following our mid morning flight, our arrival in Hogsback will be mid afternoon.  Settle into your 

home for the next 5 nights – The Arminel Hotel situated in central Hogsback.  It is nestled in the 

natural setting of the famous Hogsback mountains, with a tarred road leading up to the entrance and 

surrounded by some of the Eastern Cape’s most beautiful indigenous forests, inspiring waterfalls and  

colourful gardens.  Settle in and enjoy dinner at the hotel.  Our group is booked in on a Dinner, Bed 

and Breakfast basis. (We may decide to visit other local restaurants in place of ‘all dinners in house’). 

Day 2: Sunday 1st October                                                                         Breakfast / Dinner 

After breakfast we will go down to the Visitors Info centre, where, at 09h30 we will be taken on a 

guided tour of two beautiful Spring Gardens, where you can see Camellias & Rhododendrons; enjoy 

and be inspired! There will be a lunch stop in one of the local restaurants. 

Hogsback has its own Arts and Crafts Trail – our afternoons will be spent exploring some of the 

places along this trail.   

 Does a visit to Camelot and The Fairy Realm appeal to you? An enchanting garden with 

handcrafted sculptures to captivate you. 

 Hobbits Hideaway – body and bath products. Watch them making soap. 

 The Little Studio at Moonshine – original watercolour paintings. 

 Misty Mountain candles and homemade cheese – hand moulded, decorative and rustic 

candles – and cheeses that are unique 

 Sandcastle arts and crafts – unique sand blasted gifts with a unique touch! 

 
Day 3: Monday 2nd October                                                                       Breakfast / Dinner                             

We head out of town to The Edge Hotel a distance of only 2km.  Here you can walk their labyrinth.  

This is an eleven-circuit Labyrinth, similar in design to the one at the Chartres Cathedral in France. It 

has a diameter of 29 metres and a circumference of 91 metres. The length of the pathway is 700  

metres and the total distance of the walk to the centre is 1.4kM, making it one of the largest  

Labyrinths in the world,  It was completed in 2002.   After this walk you will need something to drink 

and possibly a light lunch. 

This afternoon we head to the Arboretum – this is a garden of trees from all over the world, and 

includes several Californian Redwood trees, now well over 100 years old.  The trees have markers 

showing their botanical common names. 
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30th September to 5th October, 2017 

The Edge Mountain Retreat 
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Day 4: Tuesday 3rd October                                                                      Breakfast / Dinner 

This morning we will visit a nursery in Hogsback and enjoy a guided tour of their amazing garden. The 

Applegarth Gardens and Nursery exemplifies the beauty and serenity of Hogsback. The Gardens 

are approximately 4 ha in extent, and the owners justifiably take great pride in them. The afternoon 

will be spent doing some retail therapy along the Hogsback Arts and Crafts trail 

Day 5: Wednesday 4th October                                                                 Breakfast / Dinner 

Today being our last day in Hogsback you will be feeling relaxed and ready to tackle one (or two) of 

the easy walks.  OR perhaps you feel like chilling and absorbing the views of Hogsback.  Perhaps we 

need to go in pursuit of buying a Pig made of Clay (apparently at the local filling station hawkers sell 

these unique souvenirs!)  We can also arrange for you to do a bird tour in the forest – there is a  

local experienced person who does these tours, or to visit the Eco Shrine. 

 

Day 6: Thursday 5th October                                                                     Breakfast  

After breakfast we head back to Port Elizabeth for our flight to Cape Town!  We say ‘Au revoir’ to 

Hogsback and take the memories back home with us, filled with the love of nature and everything 

beautiful. On arrival in Cape Town the shuttles will be waiting to transport you to your home. 
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Special Points 

Of Interest 

● Spring Festival 

● Spectacular Views  

● The Edge Hotel 

● The Arboretum 

● Applegarth  

Gardens 

● Eco Shrine 

● Forest Walks 

● Magnificent  

Gardens 

● Labyrinth 

TRAVELTIME 

TOURS 

Offers 

FRIENDSHIP; 

FUN;  

GOOD COMPANY 

& 

EXCITING TIMES 
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Included in the tour: 

 Accommodation, breakfast and dinner  

as indicated 

 Transport and transfers 

 Porterage 

 Gratuities on booked meals (Not drinks) 

 Garden tours 

Not included: 

 Items of a personal nature 

 Lunches 

 Refreshments & alcoholic beverages 

 Travel Insurance 

 Third party increases 

 All optional excursions & activities 

PRICE for this fully inclusive 6 day tour including coach transport, transfers, 

accommodation, meals and excursions as specified, is:   

R11,270 per person. (Land arrangements). There is no single supplement.  

Airfare (which is subject to change until paid in full), is quoted separately @ R3,940.  

Total price is R15,210  Sharing or Single 

 

To secure your place on this tour, a 30% deposit (R4,563) is payable on booking.  

The balance is payable as follows:  

30% (R4,563 by 19th May 2017  and  40% (R6,084) by 19th August 2017  

          Floral Splendour                       Arminel Hotel                       Eco Shrine Centre 

Travel in Style with Traveltime 

We came across the flowing comment on Applegarth’s Facebook page:  

‘What a privilege it has been these last few days, walking people from all ages and all walks of life through 

our gardens. Granted the gardens are in their absolute full glory , boasting colour and radiance, but each and 

every person that walked through them , brought their own sense of radiance. One lady quoted " I wish you 

could see your gardens through my eyes!!! "THANK YOU, I took a moment, breathed in and "actually " 

looked around and opened my eyes and my senses !’ 


