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Experience the beauty of your own country-travel locally
2016 Planning

New Additions

Update

Our planning is ongoing and we will provide full tour details once planning is completed

U P C OM I N G TOU R S

The following schedule is current as at 1st April 2016. We will continue to provide updates &

2016 (Tour d a t e s

in blue are confirmed).

·

25th—29th April: MSC Sinfonia—Cruise: Cape Town—Walvis Bay.

·

8th-13th May: Addo Elephant Park & Lalibela Game Reserve (6 days).

·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Vessel is now FULLY BOOKED! (Request information on other cruises)
(Request a tour brochure).

9th-11th June: Sutherland Short Break (Request a tour brochure).
4th-11th July: National Arts Festival (8 days) - Tour cancelled
4th-6th July: Aquila Game Reserve Short Break. Planning Stage
10th-15th August: Spring Flowers in Namaqualand (6 days)
(Request a tour brochure).

19th—23rd August: Spring Flowers Nieuwoudtville (5 days)
(Request a tour brochure).

27th August: West Coast Park Flowers (1 day)-Planning Stage
08, 15, 22, 29 August : Choice of 4 dates– 4 day Flower Tour
(Request a tour brochure)

·

9th-11th September: Whale Watching. (Request a tour brochure).

·

23rd-25th September: Aquila Game Reserve. Planning Stage

·

Mid November: Thesen Island - Knysna-(4 days) Planning Stage

·

ADDO & LALIBELA
MAY 2016

A P R I L

additional information in future newsletters, as planning progresses:

DESERTS
NAMIBIA

Aquila Game
Reserve

N E W S L E T T E R
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Inside this
issue:

·

7th-17th October: Canyons & Deserts-Namibia (Request a tour brochure).
11th December (Sunday): Mystery Venue Tour (1 day)-Planning Stage
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-

Short Break -

-

Abridged version. For full report see our website: http://www.traveltime.co.za/portfolio/prince-albert-2016

A SELECTION OF PHOTOS CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 6

Very excitedly 11 of us set out “on-the-road-again” – this time to Prince Albert in the Karoo. Our route followed the N1 through the
Du Toits Kloof Tunnel through Worcester, De Doorns, Touws River and then by lunchtime we arrived at the Lord Milner Hotel in
Matjiesfontein. The hotel was buzzing with people, many of whom were on their way to do the Cape Argus cycle race on Sunday .
Pity that despite the interest in Matjiesfontein, one comes away disillusioned with the food!
After lunch and a short re-fuel stop in Laingsburg we were, once again on the N1 headed to Prince Albert Road where we turned off to
Prince Albert! On arrival we into their accommodation, Two establishments Saxe Coburg Guest House in town and Karoo View
Cottages up on the hill overlooking Prince Albert. Both 4* and very comfortable!
In the early evening seven of us met Aylsa the local ‘story teller’ at the Museum for our Ghost Walk. Aylsa is certainly such an interesting person regaling so many of the history stories of inhabitants of long ago…….and even a few modern ghosts which locals still believe
inhabit Prince Albert. It was such a fun 90 minute stroll through town. The walk ended at Karoo Kombuis by 8.00 pm where we met
the rest of our party and dinner was served.
Saturday morning saw us all at Lazy Lizard for breakfast – their service is excellent. A bit later we strolled around the local farmers
market or just enjoyed exploring the many shops that were open ; there was also wine tasting at Soet Karoo.
At 11.00 am five of us headed to yet another attraction in Prince Albert – The new ‘red’ bus – (actually a converted game drive vehicle).
We were presented with a complimentary stainless steel water bottle filled with delicious iced cold water – what a pleasant gift! With
temperatures at 37 degrees (with very high humidity) we needed plenty of refreshment! This tour is very interesting a MUST DO in
Prince Albert !
An afternoon drive through Meiringspoort pass was next on our program (since our trip up Swartberg pass was cancelled due to the
pass being closed). This trip had a few added highlights – going through a little bit of rain ; helping an ‘old-boy’ tortoise across the road.
Meiringspoort is fantastic……such amazing rock cliff formations!
At 6.00 pm we headed into town and to Jeremy Freemantle (an extremely talented chef in town) who has just opened the Real Food
Company on the main road. A central counter takes up most of the restaurant with a handful of tables on the side, where one can
sample the amazing food. Most had the Hake Togarashi with pickled vegetables (which was pronounced “amazing”!) His crème brulee
was to-die-for! Such a wonderful meal in the centre of Prince Albert.
Next stop was the Showroom Theatre, which is world class. We were very privileged to listen to saxophonist Andrew Young
(Accompanied by a Dutch pianist). An evening to remember.
Sunday dawned and we headed for breakfast and some more gathering at Lah-di-Dah, an amazing restaurant in Prince Albert. First class
service and delicious breakfasts were served. After breakfast we met Gay at her dairy, – it must be one of the few towns in South
Africa where they have a full dairy on their doorstep! Gay did a cheese tasting for us and many purchases later we boarded the coach
with our little fridge overflowing with cheese and headed back to the N1 after saying Au Revoir to Prince Albert.
A lunch stop at the Veldskoen Padstal outside De Doorns was our last meal together. What a meal it turned out to be. They had
roast lamb with vegetables ; an amazing menu with light salads (I can vouch for their ½ portion of Chicken salad served with baby
beetroot ; Danish Feta and a balsamic dressing – absolutely so very tasty and delicious)
On arrival back in Cape Town we had 2 combi’s waiting to transfer Southern Suburbs passengers back home
whilst the 15eater coach headed to the Northern Suburbs.

To View all tour photos please visit our website: www.traveltime.co.za/prince-albert-2016-gallery
Some parting comments:
“An amazing time – the best Traveltime tour I’ve been on”
“A fabulous time spent with such happy people – so good for the soul”
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CRUISING WITH MSC & TRAVELTIME
25th—29th April 2016 (5 days)

We have 23 confirmed passengers.
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Less than a month
until we sail!

In 2016 the MSC SINFONIA will reveal itself as a revamped, extended liner including stunning NEW
additions which include new entertainment options, technological advancements, shops and up
to nearly 200 new cabins!
More comfortable cabins / mouthwatering dining options / leisure and entertainment attractions /
choices for kids and teenagers / space for wellbeing and relaxation
Even before MSC Sinfonia sets sail, stepping on board is like embarking on a voyage of discovery.
With its impressive array of new features and facilities, the ship is now even better equipped to satisfy
every need.

E-tickets and general cruise information has now been
emailed to all passengers.
Visit our website: www.traveltime.co.za

ADDO ELEPHANT PARK & LALIBELA GAME RESERVE
8th—13th May 2016 (6 days)

Accommodation

We currently have 8 bookings

has been booked

In May 2016 we will explore the game parks of the Eastern Cape. Cape Town to the Addo Elephant
Park is 907km. This necessitates us having stop-overs on our first & fifth day of traveling in Knysna
and Plettenberg Bay.

There will be 2 nights in the Addo area at a 4* graded guest house with open vehicle game drives
included, into the Addo Elephant Park. Learn a bit more about the Addo area by exploring the area on
one day. The Addo Elephant Park is now the third largest National Park in South Africa and also now
boasts having the Big 5. The very beautiful game park surrounded by the Zuurberg Mountains will
immediately make you relax.
We will also spend one night in the famed Lalibela Game Reserve where the Big 5 also roam.
There will be one sunset and one morning game-drive included in the package.

For full details, please request a tour brochure, or visit our
website: http://www.traveltime.co.za/package/addo-lalibella
SUTHERLAND SHORT BREAK TOUR
9th—11th June (3 days)

Winter is the best time to go star gazing

Accommodation

has been booked

We currently have
10 bookings

We have visited Sutherland 5 times over the past 8 years and have spent various periods from 1 to 3
nights in the coldest town in South Africa. Our planned tour this year will see us staying two nights, with
the tour duration being 3 days. The main purpose of our visit is of course to see Matjiesfontein, the SALT
telescope and to experience star gazing in the Karoo with Jurg Wagener and his computerized telescopes.
Read previous tour reports on our old website: (1) http://traveltime.co.za/old_site/traveltime/previous/
sutherland_09.htm and (2) http://traveltime.co.za/old_site/traveltime/previous/Sutherland131.htm.

The period chosen to do this tour falls into the NEW MOON period and is an excellent time to view the
stars. Winter is also the very best time to be in Sutherland as the winter skies are at their clearest and
offer the best time for viewing! You will certainly enjoy your evening with Jurg, the local Astronomy
expert. A number of computerized telescopes allow you to get first hand information (and viewings)
of some stars and planets!
Be pre-warned that the temperatures can plummet in Sutherland at night, so make sure you bring along
warm jackets, beanies, scarves and gloves.
For full details and pricing, please request a tour brochure
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Our base will be in Springbok (Currently 7 booked)

Accommodation

has been booked
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SPRING FLOWERS IN NAMAQUALAND
10th—15th August 2016 (6 days)

“Every year nature plays a magic part in transforming the normally arid dry area in
the Northern Cape into a glorious tapestry of colour and beauty”

Each turn you take in the road will yield a different picture which you will treasure for days and months to
come. These tours are very popular and it is most important that you secure you place on this tour
ASAP.
We travel up the west coast through Clanwilliam and Vanrhynsdorp into Springbok, where we spend 3
nights. Visits are planned into Hester Malan Garden in the Goegap Nature Reserve, Namaqua National
Park, Skilpad Wildflower Reserve near Kamieskroon.
We will also visit the Kokerboom Nursery in Vanrhynsdorp and the Ramskop Wildflower Reserve in
Clanwilliam on our return to Cape Town.

You will also be able to stock up on some Rooiibos tea in the area in which it is grown.
For full details and pricing, please request a tour brochure

SPRING FLOWERS-Northern Cape
19th—23rd August 2016 (5 Days)

Accommodation

has been booked

Our base will be in Nieuwoudtville (Currently 5 booked)

The first day will be spent in the West Coast National Park (Postberg Reserve) with an overnight stop in
Paternoster or Langebaan. We then head up to Clanwilliam before checking into our guest house in
Nieuwoudtville where we will stay for the next 3 nights. Visits to Matjiesfontein, Papkuilsfontein and the
Hantam Botanical Garden are planned.

Read the 2015 tour report, with photos, on our website: http://www.traveltime.co.za/portfolio/springflowers-2015

For full details and pricing, please request a tour brochure

WHALE WATCHING (With optional Boat Based excursion)
9th—11th September (3 days). Request a tour brochure

Our annual whale watching excursion

OPEN FOR

BOOKINGS

Hermanus, plays host to thousands of visitors (in 2015 they welcomed 120 000 visitors) who flock to the
seaside resort to exhilarate in the unique natural environment and watch the whales. Whale Festival
dates: 30th September – 2nd October 2016.
Having personally visited Hermanus during this time, we have been faced with long queues of traffic and
people wanting to either get sight of the whales or find a place to have a meal. With this in mind we have
decided to visit the area “out of festival time”, to see the whales in peace and quiet.
Our base will be in Walker Bay, at selective Lodges on the seashore in De Kelders which is situated
between Hermanus and Gansbaai, 160km from Cape Town. De Kelders is known as the best land-based
whale watching destination in the world.
View the whales from the balcony of our accommodation or if you are adventurous join the boat based
whale watching for an unforgettable journey amongst the whales in the Bay. See the shark cage divers in
operation.
See one of our previous tour reports / photos and video on our website: http://www.traveltime.co.za/
portfolio/whale-watching-2014

Experience the Friendship & Fun

For full details and pricing, please request a tour brochure,
or visit our website: www.traveltime.co.za
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CANYONS & DESERTS—NAMIBIA
7th-17th October (11 days).

Spectacular tour to this magic country
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Accommodation

has been booked

Leaving Windhoek, we travel into the largest sand mass on Earth, the Kalahari Desert. The Bushman refer
to it as the “Soul of the World”, an emotive description for this area! With its deep red sand dunes and
endless grass plains interspersed with acacia’s and shrubs, it is the only form of survival for a vast amount
of specially adapted wildlife. Enjoy the opportunity to experience the fauna and flora that has survived this
desert environment.
We travel south through expansive rocky plains, visiting the unique quiver tree forest. Nestled amongst
huge dolerite boulders, stacked in a mysterious way, the area is also aptly referred to as “Giant’s Playground”. We continue to our lodge, situated in close vicinity to the Fish River Canyon, and can optionally
explore the area on foot or on a guided nature drive in the later afternoon.

Other highlights: World’s highest dunes at Sossusvlei and Dead Vlei; Fisj River Canyon; Kolmanskuppe
Ghost Town; Wild Horses; Luderitz, Swakopmund and Walvis Bay, plus local attractions such as dolphin
cruises, desert animal tours, oyster tasting etc.
For full details and pricing, please request a tour brochure

AQUILA PRIVATE GAME RESERVE—

Shor t Breaks

Two tour dates to choose from: 4th-6th July / 23rd-25th September
Please indicate your interest & request tour details

Planning is

underway!

Aquila Private Game Reserve is situated between the Langeberg and the Outeniqua Mountains in the Klein
Karoo. Setting the scene are spellbinding landscapes, carpets of wild flowers and wildlife.
Aquila Safari Lodge is a 4 star establishment. The reserve is a 10,000 hectare conservancy and home to
the big 5 legends of the wilderness - elephant, lion, buffalo, leopard and rhino.
Overnight accommodation in luxury cottages, Accommodation includes breakfast, lunch, dinner and a
game drive. Wildlife including the Big 5, Curio Shop and Outdoor swimming pool.

We may consider a 3 night stay instead of 2!

Experience the Friendship & Fun
SPRING FLOWERS IN WEST COAST PARK
27th August 2016 (1 day)

The annual flower show in the Postberg Reserve

THESEN ISLAND (& Knysna Area)
4 Days-Mid November

Firm dates will be selected shortly

MYSTERY VENUE TOUR
11th December 2016 (1 day)-Sunday

Enjoy a day out in the Country

Travel in style with Traveltime

Planning is

underway!
Planning is

underway!
Planning is

underway!

For full details and pricing, please request a tour brochure,
or visit our website: www.traveltime.co.za
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PRINCE ALBERT SHORT BREAK

END
END

END

