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Tour Report 

        We left the City on Wednesday in inclement weather with a few drops of rain en route to the West 
Coast National Park. Arriving by about 10h30 we still had overcast cloudy weather!  
However, this did not deter the enthusiasm of the people in the coach. We spent a good hour and a half  
ambling through the flowers; enjoying the healthy animals in the background of the park as well!! Of course, 
the vantage point where one can overlook Langebaan is always good and this was enjoyed by us all. (The sun 
shone through here for a brief moment) 
         Lunch was enjoyed at Geelbek Restaurant  and the meals were delicious! Mid afternoon saw us all 
heading to Paternoster and we settled into aH Guesthouse where we were warmly welcomed by Arnold 
and Annelise. A short rest and then a short drive around Paternoster before sundowners in the famous 
Panty Bar at the Paternoster Hotel, and everyone was in excellent ‘spirits’ when we went back to  
aH Guesthouse for dinner. Arnold is a chef extra-ordinaire – 
 • Starter of quail stuffed with chicken/mushroom/bacon and tarragon resting on mushroom risotto 
 served with basil pesto and truffle oil. 
 • This was followed by a salad of Gorgonzola/ labnah/ grana padano/fresh beetroot and pear salad 
 with crushed sesame/sunflower seeds/ dried pomegranate/cashew with fennel brittle served with a 
 soya, sesame and mustard vinaigrette. 
     • We then enjoyed locally farmed fillet of Kabeljou Moroccan style served with Moroccan style 
 roast vegetables and a sweet corn fritter resting on gingered sweet potato puree.   
     • Dessert was a granadilla and butterscotch tartlet and flourless chocolate cake served with frozen 
 orange and white chocolate mousse resting on caramelised white chocolate and granadilla curd  
 ice-cream resting on a lightly salted cashew shortbread and vanilla ‘sand’.  
“Sublime Flavour” – “Oh my goodness what food” were the comments – absolutely fabulous meal. 
        Next morning breakfast was an even ‘more different’ decadent meal – who ever eats a cheese soufflé 
coupled with dessert for breakfast….?? Absolutely so very different!  
        We took our leave of Ah Guesthouse and headed up the R27, branching off at Velddrif – and eventually  
arriving in Clanwilliam for lunch at our usual Nancy’s Tea Room. A short stop at Ramskop and of course, 
the new Rooibos Tea Shop and we arrived in Nieuwoudtville at about 5.00 pm and checked into the De 
Lande Farm. Dinner is served every night at 7.00 pm and is always a three course meal. The hospitality at 
this farm is exceptional and Mariette is always on hand to make sure everyone is comfortable and enjoying the 
farm. 
Early next morning after breakfast we headed out to the Matjiesfontein farm almost opposite De Lande.  
A short time in their shop saw all the ladies purchasing a beanie and when we were warm we headed onto 
their farmlands for a drive to see wonderful fields of flowers!                              / Continued on Page 2 
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Flower Tour Report—continued 

A FULL GALLERY OF PHOTOS IS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: www.traveltime.co.za 

We arrived on the Papkuilsfontein Farm by 12h00 and placed our orders for lunch. A few of us took a stroll to see the sheep being 
sheared. Lunch is always fantastic at Die Waenhuis and Alrie and her mom can be justifiably proud. 
        Willem has a new open vehicle which he now uses for his tours and this provides a good vantage point for viewing the flowers. We 
ambled through his fields and got on-and-off a few times to actually meander through the flowers. He then took us to the waterfall which 
is such an impressive sight……….late afternoon and we all headed back to De Lande for a short rest before dinner. Lamb features on the 
menu every night and their chef Amanda is well known for her roast potatoes!! (Even the Greenwood Guides Book mentions this!!). 
        Saturday morning and our party visited Willemsrivier Farm – this is originally the ‘old Nieuwoudtville’ town and the 7th  
generation owners who now live there have opened up the old jail ((now a museum) ; graveyard; old church (now a store room) to the 
public. We spent a wonderful hour browsing and thanks to Erika for telling us all about her collection in the new museum! 
Leaving the farm we drove to the Quiver Tree Forest where we had to ‘hug-a-tree’ – this is compulsory in the Nieuwoudtville area and 
after this we spent a bit of time ‘gathering’ at the annual church bazaar before we had a light lunch at Smidswinkel restaurant in town. 
        The highlight of our afternoon was undoubtedly a visit to Hantam Botanical Garden where they have now acquired an open type 
viewing vehicle. Eugene has such incredible passion about the area and his tour is fantastic.  
We ventured out of the Hantam park because of incredible winds (quite cool) and drove along the road to Calvinia to the Hantam gardens 
behind the Municipal property. We were blessed with sightings of Satynblomme ; A full field of Orange Bulbenella ; and several birds of 
note. What an afternoon – and something that will remain with us all for a long time to come. 

        Sadly, all too soon we had to leave Nieuwoudtville but there was such a cold wind that it was almost a blessing that we were heading 
home. Flower viewing would not have been pleasant at all today. A short stop in the Van Ryns Pass with views to die for and we headed 
onto the N7 with the road upgrade in full swing and plenty of “Stop-and-go” points. Oh dear after 9 stop and goes it does get a bit  
irritating! We however decided to take the R364 which links Clanwilliam to Elands Bay and eventually Velddrif (a far better alternative to 
the busy N7) – and we arrived at the Draaihoek Lodge who had prepared a traditional Sunday roast Lamb / Chicken pie lunch for us! 
        The tour was wonderful – the group of 7 thoroughly enjoyed each other’s company and many a laugh was heard day-by-day! We all  
decided “Laughter is the Best Medicine” and felt so very relaxed and happy when we reached the city late afternoon!! 
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Tour Report West Coast Park –Day Tour 

30th August 

 

 

 
      After a grueling winter, the Western Cape is showing signs of approaching Spring. It seems to appear and then disappear in as many 
days but thankfully Saturday 30th August dawned with clear blue skies and the promise of no wind or clouds – ideal flower viewing  
conditions! Thirty seven people boarded the coach at two pick up points – Constantia and Tableview. We were so pleased to welcome 16  
Rotarians from the Cape of Good Hope Rotary Club, including their exchange student, Lisa Godderis from the north of France! 
      We had a brief stop en route at the Vyge Valley Farm Stall and entered the park just after 11h00.  
Our journey to Postberg Flower Reserve took us past Churchhaven, a small village on the Langebaan lagoon, Preekstoel & Kraalbaai 
(picnic areas) and then on to Tsaarbank where everyone was delighted to see their first sightings of the awesome display of flowers! We 
then went straight into the Postberg Flower Reserve (total distance covered from the main entrance was 25km).  It is always a great pity 
that they do not allow people out of their vehicles in the Reserve, but then you realize what would actually happen to the flower fields if 
permission was granted., We took our coach right up to the Vantage Point which has fantastic views over Langebaan. The day was crystal 
clear and what a wonderful sight this was for everyone.  Time to get out of the coach and photograph flowers ‘up close and personal’ – 
what a true delight at this time of the year. 
     The Spring Flower season lasts two months in Postberg and is such a delight to witness! The Reserve is only open for the months of 
August and September each year.                                                                                                                  / Continued on Page 3 



O N  T H I S  P A G E :  

WHALE WATCHING 

      We then did the loop around Plankiesbaai and came 
out of Postberg at the main gate. All on the coach felt that 
they had witnessed nature in all its beauty!  
        Next stop was Geelbek restaurant for lunch.  Eight 
of our group opted to bring their own picnic lunches and 
were equally happy with their decision – sitting out in the 
sun at designated tables and enjoying what they had 
brought from home. 
       For the rest of us it was a choice of Hake & Chips; 

Chicken Panini; Ostrich Burgers; Vegetarian dish of lentils & chick peas with a light curry sauce.  Some of 
the dishes took time in coming but when one realizes that it is easier for a kitchen to bring out dishes of the 
same type at the same time,  it made sense to sit and wait! (even though we had pre-ordered meals before 
arrival!) Our departure was delayed when our guests were offered delicious Marula Cake; Red Velvet Cake 
with their coffees. We all managed to get on the coach by just on 4.00 pm.  The journey back to the city 
with a coach load of happy flower gazers was made easy by a road that was not too busy!  The Tableview 
people were dropped off just after 5.00 pm.! 
       There are a number of vantage points and bird hides in the Park, but you need a few days to actually 
experience all of these.  Before your next visit, arrange to hire a boat house in Kraalbaai or a cottage 
in Churchhaven to experience the “full package” 
       Thanks to all for sharing the delightful day ‘tussen-die-blomme’ – it’s always so very good for the soul 
to enjoy a day like this! 

Hermanus, plays host to thousands of visitors  (in 2013 they welcomed 130 000 visitors) who flock to the 

seaside resort to exhilarate in the unique natural environment and watch the whales. Whale Festival dates 

for 2014: 3rd – 6th October. Having personally visited Hermanus during this time, we have been faced with 

long queues of traffic and people wanting to either get sight of the whales or find a place to have a meal. 

With this in mind we have decided to visit the area “out of festival time”, to see the whales in peace and 

quiet. Our base will be in Walker Bay, at selective Lodges / apartments on the seashore in De Kelders 

which is situated between Hermanus and Gansbaai, 160km from Cape Town.  

De Kelders is known as the best land-based whale watching destination in the world.   

Price for this 3 day tour on a 15seater coach with a minimum of 9 passengers in 4 star accommodation is 

R4585 per person sharing. There is no additional charge for single occupancy (there will be a few ‘single’ 

rooms available)  Book ASAP to secure a place on this exciting tour.                                     ..../ Page 4 
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West Coast Park –Day Tour 

30th August 



 

 

O N  T H I S  P A G E :  

West Coast & It’s People! 

The West Coast always conjures up images of people living the laid-back life of this area.  I have always 
wanted to do a tour of this area, in depth. November is a great time in the Western Cape in that the 
winter storms are a thing of the past, and the day temperatures are starting to warm with the promise of 
summer coming. We will base ourselves in Paternoster at good 4* B&B or self catering accommoda-
tion.   

!Khwa Ttu   We have often driven right past this new area on the R27.  Today you will learn more 

about the San during the tour of a replica cultural village.  You will see the intricacies of making beads 
from ostrich egg shells, witness San pipe smoking and the art of making a fire using a rotating stick.  
Lunch will be enjoyed in their restaurant. 

Muisbosskerm - Voted one of the “Top Ten Sea Views to Dine For” by National Geographic.  Also 
“Getaway’s Top Ten” by Readers Digest.  What started off as a hobby to entertain family and friends in 
Lamberts Bay soon turned into a business.  I strongly believe this to still be the ‘best’ outdoor seafood 
lunch along the West Coast. 

Velddrif and its crafty people - Spend some time in Velddrif meeting the crafts people of this unique 
area.  What about meeting Dan Ahlers who refuses to buy wood and only uses recycled wood for his 
work; Judy Smit who works at Brittania Bay with recycled wine bottles and makes platters which are 

stunningly beautiful.  Lunch on this day will be “what this area is famous for” its Fish and Chips! 

Abalone House –  A dinner reservation here is a must. Reuben, who needs no introduction, has now 
taken over management of this restaurant! 

Reserve your place as soon as possible – our November tour is always a favourite tour before 
the  Christmas break!   

EXPLORE THE WEST COAST 
18th—21st 

November 

 

Price for the West Coast 
Tour is R7420 per person 
(No single supplement) 

BOOK ASAP as there are 
only a few spaces available! 

PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD 

Request a Brochure 

Our new on line accounting package allows you to pay for your tour with your 
credit card. This facility removes the burden of having to go into the bank to 
make your deposit. For those already paying by bank transfer, you now have a 
second payment option.  

As with anything in life, there is a cost involved and we need to see how this 
compares with the existing cash / cheque deposit method.  

Regrettably as there was little interest shown in this option, coupled with 
the added cost, we have decided to shelve this for the moment.  
We will look at other bank options such as “Snap scan” etc in 2015. 

NAMIBIA SHORT BREAKS & Scheduled Tours 

Below is a selection of available tours. For full details on any item, please send us an email requesting a 

Tour Itinerary and pricing, to suit your dates. 

• CANYONS & DESERTS                   9 DAYS / 8 NIGHTS              

• CLASSIC KALEIDOSCOPE              9 DAYS / 8 NIGHTS              

• FOUR DESERTS TOUR                   9 DAYS / 8 NIGHTS              

• NAMIBIA HIGHLIGHTS                   9 DAYS / 8 NIGHTS              

• SOSSUSVLEI SHUTTLE                    3 DAYS / 2 NIGHTS              

• ETOSHA SHUTTLE                                    4 DAYS / 3 NIGHTS              

NAMIBIA  
2015 TOUR 

     Our next 9 day tour to  
Namibia is scheduled for 

June / July 2015  

Please confirm your  
interest so that we can  

add your name to our list. 
 

Full details in October 
Newsletter 

END 

16 already booked 
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Information update  
31st August 


